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ABOUT THE MRC

Located in the Lower Laurentians (Basses-Laurentides ) region, more specifically on the Montreal north shore, the MRC
de Deux-Montagnes comprises the municipalities of Saint-Eustache, Deux-Montagnes, Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac, Pointe-
Calumet, Saint-Joseph-du-Lac, Oka, and Saint-Placide. Its territory follows the shores of the Ottawa River, lac des Deux
Montagnes, and riviére des Mille Tles. It is bordered on the west by the MRC d’Argenteuil, on the north by Mirabel, on
the east by the MRC de Thérése-De Blainville, and on the south by the MRC de Vaudreuil-Soulanges, Laval, and Montreal.

With the exception of the Saint-Placide municipality, the MRC territory lies within the boundaries of the Montreal
Metropolitan Community (MMC). It covers a land area of approximately 240 km? and has a population of about 100,000.
Generally speaking, the population is concentrated in the southeastern part of the territory, the majority in a central area
shared by urban districts of the Saint-Eustache, Deux-Montagnes, and Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac municipalities.

The MRC population is generally young. Population aging, however, is apparent here as it is elsewhere in Quebec. The
population resulting from immigration continues to grow on a steady curve. The presence of a Mohawk First Nation
community adds to the territory’s cultural diversity.

In accordance with subsection 56.11 of the Act respecting Land Use Planning and Development (CQRL, chapter A-19.1),
this document summarizes the second draft of By-law No. SADR-2019 Revising the regional plan for Land Use and
Development. This by-law, which will repeal and replace the regional plan for Land Use Development No. 8-86 and its
amending by-laws, concerns the following municipalities:

Saint-Eustache Saint-Joseph-du-Lac
Deux-Montagnes Oka
Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac Saint-Placide

Pointe-Calumet
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WHAT IS AN MRC PLAN AND WHAT IS ITS PURPOSE?

An MRC land use and development plan (MRC Plan) is a document that sets guidelines for the physical organization of
a regional county municipality (municipalité regionale de comté), allowing coordinated decision making for all
municipalities that make up the MRC, and for its government, departments, and agents. The plan defines:

A Key issues

A Associated challenges and concerns

A General land use and development policy directions and proposed implementation measures
A Guidelines for spatial organization of the territory

It expresses a planning and development vision for the MRC territory, including its overall role in a local, regional, and
metropolitan landscape.

The second draft of By-law No. SADR-2019 was produced in collaboration with key stakeholders to ensure consistency
with:

he Montreal Metropolitan Community (MMC) Land Use and Development Plan (PMAD)

AT
A Government policy directions respecting land use

A VISION OF FUTURE MRC DEVELOPMENT

This land use and development plan represents one of the ways of contributing to the realization and implementation of
the MRC’s strategic vision. This vision is based on the findings of several consultation processes with different groups
and stakeholders over the past few years. It presents a comprehensive look at the strengths that the MRC seeks to build
on, or the evolving changes it hopes to achieve by the end of a 15-year planning period.

VISION 2035

Towards Sustainable Land Use

The MRC de Deux-Montagnes is a prosperous, resilient region.

With its strong cultural, agricultural, rural identity, and
outstanding ecological, economic, and social diversity,
it’s an ideal location to live and to work in.

Based on this outlook, the MRC Plan identifies 24 land use and development policy directions in 11 chapters on several
themes. These policy guidelines are based on a thorough study of current conditions and issues in the MRC territory,
including both general and specific objectives, and introducing various mechanisms that could help in achieving the MRC
vision.
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The land use and development themes addressed in this second-draft revision of the MRC Plan may be summarized as
follows:

Economic sectors (including agriculture, industry, and agritourism)
Hierarchy of urban environments and density in residential areas
Public transit and sustainable mobility

Environments and habitats (natural, sensitive, historic, heritage)
Built landscapes and recreational tourism activities

Constraints on the environment (natural or anthropogenic)
Facilities and infrastructure
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SPATIAL ORGANIZATION

The Spatial Organization map below schematically represents the MRC vision and the planning and development
decisions made by the MRC council. Its design assembles the main components of the local MRC environment and their
existing interrelationships with the larger surrounding environment.

Agricultural zone and agritourism destination

Most of the MRC land area is under agricultural use. This is an The MRC agricultural zone

excellent zone for horticulture, and its proximity to metropolitan covers 15,977 hectares 0
markets, beautiful landscapes, and diversity of products grown on its {16 66%
farms make it a prized agricultural and tourist destination. However, Share of MRC land

that very proximity to the urban and metropolitan environments reserved for
creates certain problems of coexistence. Increased demand for non- agriculture
agricultural uses is a factor, which intensifies pressure associated
with land speculation. Agricultural land in the MRC is expensive and A land occupancy
highly sought after. Availability and access are significant concerns, 80% rate above 75%
particularly for existing businesses seeking to expand and for farmers is considered

of the next generation.

Land occupancy rate extremely high.
in MRC agricultural zong

This agricultural territory’s long history and the vitality
of its farms today make it a rich and diversified
agritourism destination. Its main attractions lie
primarily along the Chemin du Terroir des Laurentides,
where tourists and sightseers can discover the region’s
agritourism attractions in an organized way. Striking a
balance between agriculture and agritourism in an
environment that is under major pressure by
urbanization and urban life is one of the current
A i i, - challenges to be met. This balance in capacities
RN T R e R hetween accommodating the new and supporting the
' - o old covers a number of challenges that are facts of
everyday life — sustainable management of the land
base, management of watercourses, protection of

The MRC de Deux-Montagnes is home to one of the most dynamic,

productive farming regions in Quebec. The agricultural zone’s 281 .
farms, most of them devoted to specialized crops, generate revenues of woodlands, or conservation and enhancement of

<8N millinn a vear existing landscapes.
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